
Cat Fight Wound & Abscess Flow Chart

This flow chart is designed to help veterinary teams decide the most appropriate way 
to manage cat fight wounds and abscesses. It focuses on good wound care, 

drainage, and monitoring, and highlights when antibiotics may be indicated. The aim 
is to treat patients effectively while reducing unnecessary reliance on antibiotics.

Non-critical Location
e.g. limbs, back, 

top of head, tail base

Critical Location
e.g. joint (cavity visible or 
suspect joint fluid seen), 
intercostal or abdominal 
deep penetrating wound

No Further Care

Educate Owner**
Supply BSAVA no antibiotic prescription details.

Provide home cleaning advice and what to
look out for re: healing vs danger signs.

Depending on wound severity, organise follow-up 
as necessary e.g. telephone update, video call, 

nursing appointment, revisit.

Explore (sedation might be
required), flush, clean,

NSAID, AB*

Flush, clean, dress if 
necessary, no suture, NSAID, 

no antibiotics

Resolved

Abscess 
formed

Abscess 
forming

Lance, flush, 
clean, NSAID

No need for sedation in 
most cases

**Educate owner

Re-open wound 
if sealed, flush, 
clean, NSAID NSAID 

& AB*

SIRS

Not Resolved

No SIRS

Not Resolved

Cat Fight Wound
Examine / clip

Resolved Resolved Resolved

Generalised 
cellulitis

Wound no 
abscess 
forming

* For choice of antibiotic refer to your practice Protect Me poster.
Contextualised care may require some decision about care provided. Pain relief as appropriate, remains essential.

Presentation to vets

Key:

Process or care not 
including antibiotic use

Care may include 
antibiotic use

No further care

NSAID - non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs

AB - antibiotics

SIRS - Systemic inflammatory 
response syndrome

No need for sedation in 
most cases

**Educate owner


